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The charity Disaster Action is marking its 20th anniversary with a reception at the Australian High Commission on 13th October.2 Speakers will be Iain Philpott, trustee and co chair of DA, Tessa Jowell MP, and Derbyshire Constabulary Deputy Chief Constable Alan Goodwin. Guests include those in the statutory and voluntary services and many others who promote and support our work.
Disaster Action was founded to create a safety culture in which disasters are less likely to occur and to put the needs of survivors and the bereaved at the top of the agenda.  
Twenty years on, these principles still underpin all that we do. 

Iain Philpott said today: ‘Disaster Action is marking 20 years of commitment to giving a voice to those on the receiving end of disaster. Our unique charity acts as an umbrella association for those who might otherwise be ignored, giving a voice to survivors and the bereaved.’3
We are proud of our contribution to milestones such as the passing of the Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act 2007 and the creation of guidance on humanitarian assistance in emergencies. 

Above all, we cherish the difference DA can make to the lives of people terribly affected by disaster, illustrated by the words of Bob and Sandra Empson, whose daughter Lucy was murdered in the 2002 Bali bombings4:

‘Our hearts will forever belong to Disaster Action, an impartial organisation that seeks only to help and support victims of disasters. They were there for us during our complex years of trauma, issues and bureaucracy, and still are to this day. They have never let us down.’ 
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Note 1 Disaster Action was founded in 1991 by survivors and bereaved people from UK and overseas disasters. Current membership includes those affected by 25 disasters of different origin, from the 1987 Zeebrugge disaster to the 2004 South East Asian Tsunami, the 2005 London bombings, and other recent terrorist attacks overseas. DA was a 2004 winner of the Society Guardian Charity Award.

Note 2 The reception is being held at the Australian High Commission, the Strand, London, at 1:00pm on 13th October. DA’s founder, Maurice de Rohan AO OBE, was the Agent General for South Australia at the time of his death in October 2006.
Note 3 Disaster Action’s achievements include: acting as advisers to central government, the statutory and voluntary services on identifying and meeting the needs of those affected by emergencies; contributing to legislative consultations such as the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 and the Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act 2007; giving presentations at training events around the UK for emergency planners and responders; publishing reports on corporate accountability (2000) and the management and dissemination of disaster funds (2010); and publishing When Disaster Strikes leaflet series for survivors and bereaved people.

Note 4 The 2002 Bali bombings killed over 200 people, including 26 British nationals. DA helped to bring together those affected to form their own support group.
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